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Across the country Medicaid… 

● Provides health insurance for nearly 40% of all 
kids.1 

● Pays for the majority of home-and 
community-based long-term services that 
enable seniors and those with disabilities to live 
as independently as possible at home or in 
their communities.2   

● Covers six in ten nursing home residents.3 

● Supports schools that provide individualized 
education programs (IEPs) and other health and 
mental health services to kids.4 

● Provides health insurance for 15 million 
working adults who have low-wage jobs that 
do not offer other affordable coverage.5 

● Helps more than 10 million seniors afford 
their Medicare premiums, and covers some 
health costs for low-income people enrolled in 
Medicare.6 

● Is the largest payer for mental health 
services in the U.S., including treatment for 
substance use disorder.7 

 Impact of Medicaid cuts on 
Illinois-15 

There are 199,856 people in Illinois-15 
enrolled in Medicaid.8 They are our friends, 
neighbors, co-workers and patients. 

For 60 years, states and the federal government 
have shared responsibility for Medicaid. In 
Illinois, federal dollars for Medicaid total 
approximately $21.1 billion and pay for 
about 65% of the program costs,9 with the 
state covering the rest.  

Now some people are talking about cutting 
federal payments to states by as much as $2.5 
trillion over the next ten years in order to pay 
for tax cuts–about one-third of expected federal 
dollars over the period.  

To absorb this loss, Illinois will have to cut 
services for people who depend on them, 
reduce payments to hospitals and other 
providers, and likely borrow from other parts of 
the budget, affecting support for vital services 
such as schools, housing, and child care. 
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